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Stewardship is what a man does after he says,“J believe”—W.H, Greever

77 any people, especially women, enjoy vacation-
4 ing on luxury cruise ships. There’s nothing
& quite like enjoying the sights and sounds of the
high seas while living in the lap of luxury. For starters, there’s
the luxury of having everything you need magically appear in
your room, on deck, or while dining. Then there’s the luxury of
having cabin stewards make sure your bed is turned down at
night, and-—better yet-—made in the morning! And then what
about room service bringing fresh laundered towels each day

while they scoop up the ones left in a heap on the floor?

Poolside stewards provide iced tea, water, or whatever your
thirst craves with just a flick of your hand toward the lounge
chair. Table servers during the dinner hour help with your nap-
kin, serve luscious creative meals, and refill your coffee unob-
trusively. And then someone, somewhere within the large ship
does the dishes.

That’s the reason we like to vacation on ocean liners. We like the
fact that stewards make provisions for our every need. Their jobs
are to manage our vacation so that we arrive home with positive

stories to tell other potential sailors abour the restful trip we took.

In God’s economy, stewardship is given to us. He allows us to

take care of His property. He wants us to use our resources wise-

ly and in godly ways. In this lesson, we will explore the topic of

finances. So what do you think? Is God happy with oiir siew-
ardship?

in God’s economy,
He allows us to
take care of His
broperty.
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Make all you can, save all you can, give all you can —John Wesley

g e are a nation of OVer-consuimers. We buy more than our homes
can hold, so we rent storage units to hold our useless stuff. We

spend hundreds of dollars on the newest diet craze, because we

overeat. We need a vacation after pur vacation since we wore ourseives out

on leistire travel.

Consider these statistics. 1z makes me ponder what God thinks of us.
B 75 percent of the world’s population may not have food, shelter, or
clothing: '

8 More than 700 million people have experienced starvation, war, of
religious Gppression.

® Only 5 percent of the world’s population saves money, purchases

wants instead of needs and stll has moeney o hrow into a change

basket.

[ know | belong 1o that five percent of the world’s wealthy. What
about vou? Answer the following questions o s¢¢ how much

. wealth you have in comparison to the world.
How many televisions are in your home?

How many cars do you own?

How many meals and snacks do vou consume cach day?
Do you own a computer?

"These questions are not designed to make us feel guilty, but fo help keepour
finances in perspective. God gives us money ancl possessions as 4 aift and

blessing.

4 Read Proverbs 10:22 and Ecclesiastes 5.19. Journat your thoughts helow,

We should not fect guilt over our blessings. In Day One we will delve oy
how to be good stewards of God's gencrous gifts. We could easily sum up

this entire lesson’s teaching by quotng | Timaothy 6:40

i e R S R

According to this verse what 1s the root of all kind of evils?

[i is the fove of money, 0ot MONCY Hself. What reason does this verse give

fiving life free from the love of money’




When we love money and pursue wealth, we are in danger of wandering
_away from the faith, which can produce many griefs. God wants us to trust
Him with our needs. If He decides to grant us wealth, there will be no trou-
ble atrached with it

How does Hebrews 13:5 compare to 1 Timothy 6:107

Both verses speak of the love of moncy. First Timothy 6:10 carries a warn-
ing and Hebrews 13:5 promises that God will never leave us nor forsake us.
These verses encourage us to be content with the material gain God pro-
vides instead of craving it in an unwholesome way.

What happens when we are not content with our money? Ecclesiastes 5:10
reveals the answer. Please fill in the blanks.

: whoever loves

2

“Whoever loves never has money

with his income. This too s

wealth is never

Most people discover that the more money you have, the more you seem to
want. | recall watching a biographical special on T'V about a popular coun-
try western singer. At the time, he stated,“I have more money than my chil-
dren, my grandchildren, or my great-grandchildren could ever spend Yer
today, this same musical artist hawks his old CD’s as if he needs milk for his
children. When is enough, enough?

1 Jot down what the following three verses have in common.

1 Timothy 3:3

2 Timothy 3:2

1 Peter 5:2

Please remember our truth learned from the previous lesson that when the
Word of God restates a principié or concept repeatedly it screams; “Pay
attention! This is important!” These verses reiterate the principle for us o
be free of the love of money and greed. So how important is our heart atti-
tude toward being greedy for money from God's perspective?

Obviously, it is very important. So let’s see what Proverbs has to say about
rmoney and greed. In the following proverbs, match the verse with the descrip-
tion of greed.

Proverbs 11:26
Proverbs 19:27a
Proverbs 16:8

Greed brings trouble to your family.
1t’s better to have a little, than gain a lot with injustice.

People curse those who hoard.

Let’s take a close look at a few verses to find out what we as believers should
do first with the blessings of our income. Write down the instructions given
in each verse.

“For the love of
money is g root of
all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager
for money, have
wandered from the
faith and pierced
themselves with
many griefs.”

| Timothy 6:10
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“‘Bring the whole
tithe into the store-
house, that there
may be food in my
house. Test me in
this,” says the Lord
Almighty, ‘and see if
i will not throw
open the floodgates
of heaven and pour
out so much bless-
ing that vou will
not have room
snough for it.””

Malachi 3:10
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Proverbs 3:9

Deuteronomy 26:1-3; 12

Now we are going to head in a slightly different direction. Read Deuteronomy
6:16 and Matthew 4:7. What are we told not to do?

In both these verses, we are told not to test the Lord God. However, whar
does Malachi 3:10 state about testing God on the area of our giving and our
finances?

This verse is the only verse in the Bible that God says, “Test me.” Although,
this verse was given in the Old Testament, the concept still applies to New -
Testament believers in that we should give freely to God, anticipating that *
He will supply our needs—maybe not our wants, but our needs. This is how
the Bible mKﬂow:,’ea’gcf' Commentary explains i,

One must be careful in applying these promises to believers roday. The -
Mosaic Covenant, with its pron’uses of material blessings to Isracl for
her obedience, is no langer in force. However, the New Testament
speaks about generosity and giving. While not requiring a tithe of -
believers tUday, the New Testament does speak of God's blessing o
those who give generously to the needs of the church and espedially to-
- those who labor in the Word.'

£LI Throughout the Bible, we are encouraged to give generously. Read th
following verses and match their instruction.

Matthew 17:24-26
Proverbs 28:27

2 Corinthians %:7
2 Corinthians %:11

give to the poor
give cheerfully
give generously

pay our taxes

Let’s look at one more bit of instruction found in | Corinthians 16:2. Please
fill in the blanks to help cement this principle in your thoughts.

On the first day of every week, each one of you should ser aside a sum of
in keeping with his saving 1t up, so that w }zen
L come no collections will have to be made. (1 Corinthians 16:2)

As children of God, we are to give generously and cheerfully,. We need t©
pay our taxes honestly. We must give to the poor. In Day Two, we will wké
a closer look at our obligation and privilege of giving to the poor. But as we
conclude today’s lesson, please read Today’s Heart-Print and then rewrite
what it means to you.



Today’s Heart-Print
“Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. Cast
but a glance at viches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and
fly off to the sky like an eagle.” (Proverhs 23:4-5)

Offer a prayer of thanksgiving to our God for the bounty and bless-
ings in vour hfe.

Oh gracious Father,

We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give
— Winston Churchill

dirty, matted hair looked like it hadn’t been shampooed in months.
His tattered clothes hung from his thin frame. However, his feet
haunted my mind. Barefoot he trudged up and down our hilly street. His
soles appeared swollen with bruises. T could distinguish the thick calluses

S barefoot homeless man trekked through our neighborhopd. His

and cracks of his unprotected feet.

The weather started to turn chilly, and still each evening he wandered up
the hifl, to where he slept in some protected cleft of the nearby mountain. As
Christmas approached, I wrapped a few gifts for him. Some socks, clog style
shoes, a large fleece blanket and various fast food gift cards.

As I drove home Jate one afternoon, I saw him. I raced home, and I sent my
nineteen-year-old son to present the gifts to the destitute man. '

To our amazement, he rejected the offering. He told my son, “Tell your -
mother that | will not take it. I will not accept gifts that are only given

because of the ‘scason of the year.””

I then thought to myself, Hmmm. . . . I guess I need to represent Jesus all year
round, in my gift giving.

As I study Scriprure, | realize I need to give generously to the poor. All the
time. Most of us are very familiar with this principle. However, T believe we
need to review it on a regular basis and put it into practice.
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My Heart’s Cry:

Father, give me a
generous heart.
Allow my eyes to
see the vision of
what can be
accomplished when
{ use my money for
eternal purposes. in
jesus’ name, Amen.
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L3,

“Rich and poor
have this in come=
mon: The Lord is
the Maker of them
all??

mmm,

Proverbs 12:2

“e whe is kind to
the boeor lends to
the Lord, ang he
viil reward him for
%@ he has done.”

Proverbs 19:17

m,ﬁ""’
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L3 Read Proverbs 22:2 in the rnargm What do the poor and wealthy have
in cotmon?

The Lord is maker of the poor and wealthy. Let’s read the familiar
parable of the Good Samaritan. Then answer the following ques-
tions, but fet your answers be reflective of today’s society.

Ll Read Luke 10:25-37.

Where would Samaria be in your town?

Who might be a “Levite”?

How many Christians do you think would pass by?

Who would be someone you might think of as an unexpected “Good
Samaritan?”

Y

Y

More importantly what would you do?

»

What does Proverbs 19:17 tell us?

fJd Please read Matthew 25:31—45. (In this story, the King represents Jesus
Christ.) Explain how this parable itlustrates Proverbs 19:17.

I don’t know about you, but the thought that when T give to the needs of
others, I am essentially giving to Jesus humbles me. It reminds me of how
many times [ have ignored, refused, or simply missed the opportunity o
give to Jesus by my lack of generosity.

EL In the following proverbs note what wealth brings and what poverty

allows:
Proverbs 10:15  wealth poverty
Proverbs 13:8  wealth poverty
Proverbs 14:20  wealth poverty




Proverbs 19:4  wealth poverty

Proverbs 22:7a  wealth poverty
Proverbs 22:9  wealth poverty
Proverbs 28:27  wealth poverty

List the things you can do in your home, neighborhood, or commu-
nity 1o help change what happens to the underprivileged?

Do you ever worry that if you give money to the poor that they will use it to
continue in alcohol or drug addiction? T know [ do. Years ago, my pastor
commented he couldn’t be in charge of our church benevolence fund, because
he would “give away the store.”

f believe that we need to be good stewards when we give to the poor. Check
with your church and within your community for ways to help the needy so
that your giving will truly bring bencfits. But wher in doubt about giving—
give. Err on the side of grace, for God will honor your heart’s mercy.

10 How would Proverbs 14:31 aid you in the decision to err on the side of

: “If @ man shuts his
ears to the cry of
the poor, fie too
will cry out and not
be answered.”

giving too generously?

We find thar when we give to the poor we honor God; that in and of itself

should spur us on to freely give our of our material resources.

{1 Read Proverbs 21:13 in the margin. What benefit do we derive from
giving generously to others?

Proverbs 21:13

[ Now let’s cxamine an ¢lement of this proverb in a situation that occurred
between Jesus and a wealthy young man. Please read Mark 10:17-23.

Whar did Jesus say to the wealthy young man {verse 21)?

What was his reaction to Jesus’ request {verse 22)!

What did Jesus say to His disciples after the young man went away {verse

232

Did you notice that it states, “Jesus looked at him and loved him?” But then
Jesus requested that the young man sell cverything and give the money to
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“For where your

tregsure is, there

your heart will bel”
Luke 12:34

Extra Aile
LUKE (4:1%-31

(19-31. Dissect the parable
deiivered in Luke =znd note any

oroverds that would apply.
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the poor. The man’s countenance fell in despair, because he couldn’t let go
of his wealth. Then Jesus made the profound statement, “How hard it is for
the rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

In your opinton, why do you think Jesus made this statement concerning the
rich?

LX) Read Luke 12:34 in the margin. How does this verse help explain Jesus’
statement?

Lt 1s hard to believe and trust God, when we place our trust 1n our money,
Human nature dictates that we will always love one more than the other.

Now consider the wealthy voung man and Jesus in relationship to Proverbs
21:13. Prosperity has the potential to close up our hearts so that we can’t hear
God. It’s not that He doesn’t hear us, because Jesus heard the cry of the rich
ruler,but the young man couldn’ let go of his money in order to have his
own quéstions answered or his prayer fulfilled.

% What of life’s belongings, do you consider a treasure? If Jesus asked,
could you feave this treasure behind to follow Jesus? Why or why not?

Today’s Heart-Print
“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will recward him for what
he has done.” (Proverbs 19:17)

In closing, read Proverbs 30:8-10. Make it vour closing prayer for
today and continue ro meditate on it the rest of the day.

Two things I ask of you, O Lord,














































