Weekly Memory Verse:

I hope everyone has been diligently studying there verse for the week. Please take some time
the remainder of this week to memorize it - then meditate on it. Everyone is capable of
memorizing only 12 words, right?

"How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!"
Psalm 133:1 (NIV)

Encouragement (a letter from my heart):

God is teaching Lindsay and | the difference between a want and a need. Oh, | thought | knew
the difference in the past, but | didn't. In the past, a need was something that | needed to make
my life as comfortable as | thought our standard of living should be. But | am seeing the error of
my way. Needs are the basic necessities - food and shelter.

As most of you know, Lindsay and | are proud owners of our first house. As you probably know
as well, we are "not-so-proud” owners of a mortgage, something we have never had to deal with
before. We are now committing just over $700 a month additional to housing costs, where in the
past we had that money to use elsewhere. This loss of "expendable” income has really hit home
(no pun intended) to Lindsay and | here at Christmas time. We now have to "budget" more
carefully what presents we can purchase at given times in the month.

This is not fun for Lindsay at all. She is the primary "Christmas gift buyer" in our family each
season. | can tellitis stressful for her. Her primary love language is gifts (goes hand in hand
with her encouraging spirit). Thoughts such as, "This is a lot less than what we got him/her last
year" and "will just a plate of cookies offend them".

We all long to be able to give something just as equal in value to the present that we receive.

But can we really do this with God? | know you're saying, what does God have to do with this --
well, he has everything to do with this subject. We are talking about CHRISTmas, aren't we?
God gave his "only begotten son" (John 3:16) as a gift to each and every one of us. Many times
we think of this as a "group gift", but this is not true. God says that "it is not the will of your Father
who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish" (Matt 18:14).

In conclusion, | believe we are like many families in the world today - too much debt and not
enough savings. But God has and is faithful to us - even though we are the ones who put
ourselves in this situation. We have enough money to pay our bills. We have enough money to
do fun things. However, we are realizing we do not have enough money to do ALL the fun things
we have been able to do in the past. We now have to make decisions -- decisions that are not
fun to make. But through this learning experience, God is teaching us valuable principles.
Principles such as:

Discipline

Self Control

Patience

Eternal value vs. earthly values

| want each and every one of you to know how precious you are to Lindsay and myself. Your
friendship and encouragement are the best gifts each and everyone could ever give us. Allowing
us to share in each other's lives is far more valuable than a $20 gift we could exchange with each
other. Please keep this in mind this season. And let us remember the true "reason for the
season".

And my God shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus
Philippians 4:19



Prayer:
Please pray for the requests given in class this past week. If you feel led, contact that person

letting them know you DID take the time to pray for them. Prayer requests can be found here.

Lesson this week:
We will be studying the subject of blessings. If you are a parent, this will be especially
challenging for you. We will also begin looking at the Christmas season pitfalls:

Losing focus of the true meaning
How a time of celebrating the birth of our Savior somehow turns into a time of stress and
busyness.

My Prayer this Morning:

Lord, as we are in full swing of this Christmas season, help us to remember the true reason of the
season. Forgive us for taking the CHRIST out of CHRISTmas. Thank you for the lessons you
are teaching Lindsay and me. Father, you tell us in James 1:2 that we are to "count it a all joy
when you fall into various trials". Lord, help me to have a heart of joy among all situations, both
good and bad. Jesus, | know you have my best interest at heart. | understand and accept that
to grow in You, | may need to -- NO! | will need to face situations that are just not fun! Thank you
for meeting my every need. | love you. In Jesus' name, AMEN!

Please make it a priority this week to be in class.



